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World to Come: A View from Judaism 
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Introduction: Diminishing the global crisis 

The challenge of addressing the issue of reconciliation as both a theological 
and political idea from the perspective of Judaism is at least two-fold. 

I. Reconciliation as a theological construct

First, reconciliation as a theological concept both is, and is not, a Jewish (or, 
perhaps more accurately, Ancient Israelite) idea. By that I mean that the 
Christian theological notion of reconciliation (the resolution of the polarities 
of body and spirit in the body of Jesus as Christ) is drawn out of Hebrew 
(specifically prophetic) scripture. Hence, its genealogy likely originates in 
the Ancient Israelite religion. However, as much as some may like to view 
this idea as having 'Jewish', i.e., biblical roots, its Christian formulation is 
founded on a (Jewish?) critique of normative Judaism of the time and, in 
response, Jewish reactions to reconciliation as a theological idea are often 
critical responses to its Christian instantiation, which is, itself, a critique of 
Judaism. We read, 'Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has passed away, behold the new has come. All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconcil­
iation ... beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.' (2 Cor. 5 
17-21). To be a Christian (that is, to be in Christ) is to be reconciled. And to
be part of Christ's ministry is to work for the reconciliation of humanity.
This notion is quite powerful and its application has contributed greatly to
the progress of Western civilization (although not without its darker side).

When we think about reconciliation from a Jewish perspective, both as a 
theological construct and as a political strategy, we must look at how Judaism 
(at least in the West) after the advent of Christianity, a religion that, at least 














